
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

STAFFIN COMMUNITY  
NEWSLETTER  

 

~ spring 2007 ~ 
 

 

Dear resident and visitor 
 

Fàilte ïWelcome ï Vaelkommen ï Bienvenue ï  
Willkommen ï Benvenuti ï Bienvenidos - Vitejte   

 
What is happening in our community? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
@    Urras an Taobh Sear  ï News from the Staffin Community Trust: 

future projects  ï local businesses ï AGM ï Interested to join?   
 

@ óTattiesô Air an Toir - James MacDonald travelled around the  

world in the footsteps of Gaels. The first of his six BBC programmes  
begins on Thursday 29th March. 

 
@ Ceumannan ï Find out what will be óout thereô at the AGM! 

 
@     Columba 1400 ï Extension and moreé  
 
@   Talla Stafainn ï More fundraising and events 

 
@ Sgeulachdan na Tìre ï óThe Talking Landscapeô, Staffin discovery 

holidays from 11-15 June (English) and 23 - 27July (Gaelic) 2007.    
  ñ... far north and the heart lifts on this edge of light and seaò. 

 

@ Matters arising  ï  Staffin Community Council 
 
@   Ready, steady, go ï Local activities: Gus am bi sinn comhla..... 

                                            till we meet then! 
 
@ Last but not least ï Community groups and church services  
 

  



 
 

Urras an Taobh Sear 
Staffin Community Trust 

 

 

Future projects ï get involved  

 
Part of the discussion at the Trust recently has focused on the future and 
where we go from here. In October this year the ecomuseum project 
should be complete, bringing to an end three years of work, and we 
should by then have seen the emergence of the Trotternish Photo 
Festival. This project will last for a week and will be part of the Highland 
2007 ï Year of Culture celebrations. 
 
We are extremely positive about the outcomes of the Ecomuseum 
project and feel that the paths which have been created are beneficial to 
both locals and visitors. We believe the interpretation will open up the 
landscape for us all and will allow the community to focus on itôs key 
strengths which are scenery, history and culture. Our discussions have 
focused in many ways on how to expand this project and how we can 
further enhance our community infrastructure. 
 
The Highland Council are currently considering what will become itôs 
Core Path Network and with this in mind we would like to create circular 
routes linking up existing paths and creating new. Any thoughts from the 
community on how this could be done would be appreciated particularly 
if there was a route that led to an area of interest or a special point of 
beauty. Old paths, that are no longer being used, could be re-instated 
linking up villages such as Garros and Culnacnoc for example. 
Traditionally, people from the north end of the community walked along 
the shore to get to church and this would be a particularly interesting 
walk to consider developing. 
 
Beyond the paths we have considered the re-building of the old bridge 
across the Lealt River to provide a viewing platform, we have thought 
about some form of commemoration to the crofters uprising , possibly at 
Bhaltos and there is undoubtedly scope for archaeological projects in 
certain areas. 



Your ideas would be appreciated as we do try and represent the 
community.  
 
Also, we are currently looking for new people to join the Trust and so, if 
you are willing to give up a couple of hours once a month you may feel 
inclined to come along. You donôt need any special skills but we do 
benefit from sound advice and also having people of all ages involved. 
Remember that if you donôt move things forward in your own community 
you wonôt get help from out with the area.  

 
Local businesses ï a vote of thanks! 

 
Following on from the last newsletter the Trust felt that it was perhaps 
fair to promote some of the other activities that go on in our community. 
Although the newsletter is not intended as a promotional tool we thought 
that, as a one-off, it would be appropriate to thank others, beyond the 
usual contributors, who provide us with local services. 
 
Staffin has benefited from a local post-office for many years and it has 
been run by Annie Gillies and her late brother Uilleam ón Chalum for 
nearly 60 years (!). In recent times, as the services offered by all post 
offices have been cut back by the government, we find that this particular 
service is under threat. It is important, if we wish it to continue, that we 
do give it our support ï itôs no so long since the post-office in Culnacnoc 
closed down. 
  
In the same district we have Pieces-of-Ate which might be under new 
ownership soon but has provided a square meal for many of Staffinôs 
bachelors and others over the last few years. It also provides a valuable 
service to visitors. There are craft shops such as Skye Candles and the 
Art Gallery in Culnacnoc all of which help to attract visitors to the 
community and which cause cars to stop on their journey around the 
north end. 
 
And of course we have Peterôs shop in Stenscholl, which not only 
provides us with groceries but also fuel. We are indeed fortunate to have 
the two shops to service our needs and so we give them a vote of thanks 
and hope that all local business continue to prosper and do well. 
 
Moran taing dhuibh uile. 
 

 
 
 

Staffin Community Trust Ltd 
AGM  

Tuesday, 24th April, 7.30pm, Staffin Hall 
All welcome! 



 

 
 
 

Ceumannan - Staffin Ecomuseum 
Staffin Community Trust  

 
Over the last two years a network of paths has been developed and 
upgraded across the community (Cladach Fhlòdaigearraidh, Loch 
Shianta, Mol Stafainn, Cill Mhàrtainn, Rubha nam Brathairean and Loch 
Cuithir). These have been popular with local people and visitors and will 
be signposted this summer. 
 
This has been the initial step in óopening upô the area in an attempt to tell 
the hidden stories that lie within our landscape. Further work has been 
done on the interpretation of 11 sites in the area (An Stòrr/Storr, Tobhta 
Uachdrach/Upper Tote, An Leth-allt/Lealt, Rubha nam Bràithrean/ 
Brothersô Point, Creag an fhèilidh/Kilt Rock, Cill Mhàrtainn/Kilmartin 
Cemetery, An Corran, Brògaig, Loch Shianta, Flòdaigearraidh/ 
Flodigarry, Aô Chuith-raing/Quiraing). The Trust has decided on the 
media which is now being considered by the public agencies.  
 

The AGM of the Trust (24th April, 7.30pm, Staffin Hall) will be your 
opportunity to find out more about what will be in-situ and tell us what 
you think. There will be an illustrated presentation.  
 
The current Ceumannan project comes to an end in October, but the 
Trust see it as a starting point for further walks and interpretation. It will 
continue to develop and find ways of making our area more attractive for 
visitors. 
 
This area of Skye is one of the most scenic on the island. It is also 
blessed with tremendous culture, geology, palaeontology and 
archaeology. The Talking Landscape discovery holiday has built on this 
strength and added a further dimension to the project. The pilot  ran very 
successfully last year. There will be two week-long courses this summer.    
 
Ceumannan, Tel 01470 562 255, staffintrust@technacom.com , www.staffin.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.staffin.net/



